
WITH THE PEOPLE WHO WERE THERE…

Remembering 
Silver Lake
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A Very Brief 
History…



Welcome to Sandy Pond!
c. 1794



Meet Daniel Ayer of Lowell!



Ayer’s development proposal -
A high density development





Silver Lake for Sale!
August 1854 from

 August 16 - ..some of the best land in Wilmington and 
Tewksbury…divided into about a dozen farms…very rich land for 
cultivation… Mr. Ayer’s last sale

 August 21 – Superior place for a hotel or boarding house!

 August 23 – The greatest sale of the season…sold about half to good 
purchasers…everyone was delighted with the place

 August 24 – This is the best opportunity for getting a splendid lot of 
land that will occur this season

 August 26 – A grand opportunity to purchase beautiful building lots in 
Wilmington and Tewksbury, on what is known as the Silver Lake 
property.



The secret is out! 
Silver Lake – Prime Vacation Spot!









Silver Lake as it might have been!
(c. 1911)



The birth of ice harvesting
at Silver Lake!



Union Ice House (before 1944)

From Wilmington Town Crier, February 22, 2017



Silver Lake 
“Glee Club”
c. 1900

Boston Post
Photo contest
August 30, 1900



Silver Lake Boating

Early 20th Century

From Adele Passmore
collection



Silver Lake 
baseball team 
c. 1908

Wilmington Town Crier
July 31, 1958



Proper Behavior at
Silver Lake 
1913 – 1918



Boston Globe – December 12, 1913

Dancing at Silver Lake



More Dancing at Silver Lake!



Dancing – For a Cause
Fundraising for Church at Silver Lake



Wilmington Annual Report 1924
Silver Lake Needs A School!



Four years later of negotiating later, 
portable classrooms arrive



In 1939 - Silver Lake School!
(renamed Mildred Rogers School in 1944)
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Silver Lake still selling 
real estate!

Boston Globe
June 13, 1941



These are things I can learn from research. But I 
don’t know about Tattersalls, Jack’s Lunch, all 
the different beaches, Thompson’s Grove, Black 
Kat, and all the memories of the people who 
live or have lived there. And that’s what we are 
all really here to remember. 


